


FORWARD 
 
 

The Hawaii State Department of Transportation (Hawaii DOT) is responsible for the planning, 
design, construction, operation, and maintenance of State facilities in all modes of transportation 
including air, water, and land.   Coordination with other state, county, and federal programs is 
maintained in order to provide for safe, efficient, accessible, and intermodal transportation 
systems for the mobility of people and goods.  These efforts are to enhance and preserve 
economic prosperity and the quality of life to Hawaii’s population. 
 
The Hawaii DOT Guide for Public Involvement Planning is intended to help the public learn 
about the land transportation planning process and to encourage public participation in the 
planning process.  The Hawaii DOT undertakes a broad spectrum of planning efforts ranging 
from long-range policy planning to the planning of roadway improvements at the corridor level.  
As such, this Guideline identifies and expresses the Hawaii DOT commitment to public 
participation for this array of planning programs. 
 
This Guide is the first formal collection of public involvement procedures and policies for 
Hawaii DOT’s land transportation planning projects.  The Guideline is dynamic in nature.  It is 
intended to evolve into a more refined document as levels of citizen participation grow.  We will 
make every effort to remain contemporary in our scope.  We trust that this effort will strengthen 
the public’s trust in our public institution. 
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PART 1 
TRANSPORTATION PLANNING IN HAWAII 

 
 
1.1 Background 
 
The Hawaii State Department of Transportation is responsible for the planning, design, 
construction, operation, and maintenance of State facilities in all modes of transportation 
including air, water, and land.  Coordination with other state, county, and federal programs is 
maintained in order to provide for safe, efficient, accessible, and intermodal transportation 
systems for the mobility of people and goods.  These efforts are to enhance and preserve 
economic prosperity and the quality of life to Hawaii’s population. 
 
The Hawaii Department of Transportation, Hawaii DOT, was formed shortly after Hawaii 
became a state in 1959.  The Hawaii DOT is comprised of three divisions, Airports Division, 
Harbors Division, and Highways Division.  Departmental staff offices which support the overall 
modal elements of Hawaii DOT are: Statewide Transportation Planning Office, Office of Special 
Compliance Programs, Office of Civil Rights, Office of Community Relations, Personnel Office, 
Business Management Office, Contracts Office, PPB Management and Analytical Office, 
Computer Systems and Services Office, and the Property Management Office. 
 
Figure 1 depicts the Organization Chart for the Hawaii State Department of Transportation.   
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The three divisions of Hawaii DOT, Airports, Harbors, and Highways all work closely with their 
Federal counterparts: Federal Aviation Administration, Army Corps of Engineers, Federal 
Highway Administration, and the Federal Transit Administration in order to keep Hawaii 
coordinated with overall federal programs and standards.  Hawaii DOT also works cooperatively 
with the Planning and Public Works Departments in each of Hawaii’s three neighbor island 
counties, and with the Department of Transportation Services, Planning and Permitting, and 
Design and Construction Departments of the City and County of Honolulu.  In addition, the 
Hawaii DOT coordinates it’s activities with the Oahu Metropolitan Planning Organization, 
OMPO, which does transportation planning and programming for Oahu, the island governed by 
the City and County of Honolulu. 
 
 
1.2 Hawaii DOT Planning Activities 
 
Hawaii DOT land transportation planning activities include: 
 

• Preparing the Hawaii Statewide Transportation Plan (HSTP) 
 

• Preparing long-range land transportation plans for the counties of Kauai, Maui, and       
Hawaii in partnership with each of these counties. 
 

• Participating in the long-range land transportation plan for Oahu as part of the Oahu 
Metropolitan Planning process. 
 

• Preparing the State of Hawaii Statewide Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) 
 

• Preparing corridor studies and planning for special projects. 
 

 
1.2.1 Statewide Transportation Plan (HSTP) 

 
The Hawaii Statewide Transportation Plan links broad policy goals with specific 
action items.  It provides the foundation that connects these action items with the 
transportation planning done at the regional and county levels.  The plan is a 
production of collaboration with Hawaii DOT and its three operating divisions as 
well as with the transportation planning partners at the county levels.  This 
collaboration uses input from the various sources including the users of the 
transportation system, the stakeholders, and providers. 
 
The HSTP sets the stage and provides the context for the development of 
transportation programs that, when implemented, will help achieve one or more of 
Hawaii’s transportation goals.  It identifies transportation directions and the range 
of key elements to be considered in the development, management, and operation 
of Hawaii’s transportation systems.  Hawaii DOT will update the plan every five 
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years to assess its progress and to make adjustments as appropriate.  The current 
HSTP was completed in 2002. 
 

1.2.2 Long-Range Land Transportation Planning for the Counties of Kauai, Maui, 
and Hawaii 
 
The Hawaii DOT, in partnership with the individual planning and public works 
officials of each respective county, prepares a long-range land transportation plan 
for the county.  Each plan is developed through the Countywide Transportation 
Planning Process (CTPP), a cooperative, comprehensive and continuing 
transportation planning effort involving the State of Hawaii and the neighbor 
island counties.  Each of these long-range land transportation plans is consistent 
with the Statewide Transportation Plan as they are utilized in the development of 
the overall Statewide Transportation Plan.  The current set of transportation plans 
have a horizon year of 2020.  Updates to these plans are currently being initiated 
with a proposed horizon year of 2030. 
 

1.2.3 Long-Range Land Transportation Planning for Oahu Through the 
Metropolitan Planning Process 

 
The City and County of Honolulu, on the Island of Oahu, is the sole county which 
is vested with a Metropolitan Planning Organization, known as the Oahu 
Metropolitan Planning Organization, OMPO.  The Hawaii DOT is an integral part 
of this organization and is a direct partner in the preparation of the Long Range 
Transportation Plan.  The OMPO has the overall coordinating role in the 
preparation of the long-range land transportation plan, the planning work 
program, and the Transportation Improvement program for the City and County 
of Honolulu. 

 
1.2.4 State Planning and Research Program (SPR) 
 

The Hawaii DOT is responsible for developing the SPR.  This program identifies 
the federally funded planning studies proposed to be undertaken by Hawaii DOT 
as well as specific research, development, and technology transfer programs with 
statewide implications.  The SPR is the key management tool for coordinating 
State planning and research activities related to transportation.  It describes the 
planning projects to be undertaken during the programmed year.   Project 
objectives and tasks are outlined with budgetary and staff requirements needed to 
carry out the project.  The SPR program is developed annually and may be 
amended during the program year.  
 

1.2.5 State of Hawaii Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) 
 

The STIP is a three-year programming document that identifies and establishes 
the implementation priority for State and County transportation projects which are 
to be funded in part with federal highway or transit funds.  Additionally, 
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regionally significant projects requiring action by the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA) or the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) are required 
to be included in the STIP even though the projects may be funded with only 
State or County funds.  All STIP projects are required to be consistent with the 
HSTP.  The STIP is updated every 2 years and may be amended as necessary.  
Figure 2 shows the STIP process. 
 

1.2.6 Corridor Studies and Special Projects 
 

The Hawaii DOT conducts corridor studies and special studies which generally 
support or further develop the Long-Range Land Transportation Plan in each 
county or the STIP.  These projects use federal funds if additional funding 
resources are needed. 
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Figure 2:  The State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) (Source:  OMPO Guide to 
Public Involvement) 
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1.3 Role of Public Involvement in the Transportation Planning Process  
 
The early involvement of a broad cross-section of the community is an essential element in 
planning the surface transportation system in Hawaii.  The development of community 
consensus early in the planning process helps identify acceptable alternatives that link 
transportation strategies to related issues such as environmental and socio-economic goals.  A 
transportation strategy that considers and accommodates community views is a basic goal of the 
transportation planning process.  Inclusion of public input not only mitigates problems from 
unnecessary delays and litigation; but also improves and strengthens a plan because citizens can 
be an important source of information, ideas and futuristic thinking on which to build consensus. 
 
 
 
 1.4    The Hawaii DOT’s Policy for Public Involvement 
 
The intent of the Hawaii DOT’s Guide for Public Involvement Planning is to: 
 

• Increase public awareness and understanding of the transportation planning process in 
Hawaii;  

 
• Encourage broad citizen participation in the development of Hawaii DOT’s 

transportation plans and programs, including citizens who have traditionally been 
underserved and underrepresented, such as minority and low-income populations; 

 
• Stimulate a broad-based interest in Hawaii DOT’s planning activities;  
 
• Improve communication between the public and the Hawaii DOT; and 
 
• Foster greater opportunities for the public to participate in the transportation planning 

decision-making process by maximizing opportunities for the public to collaborate 
with the Hawaii DOT and transportation-related agencies in Hawaii’s four counties. 

 
Section 2.3 contains the detailed Public Involvement policy statement for Hawaii DOT. 
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PART 2 
 

 PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT PLAN FOR HAWAII DOT 
 

 
 
Public involvement is a key element in Hawaii DOT’s transportation planning process.  In 
addition, the federal regulations for statewide transportation planning and metropolitan 
transportation planning require that the transportation planning process include, "a proactive 
public involvement process that provides complete information, timely public notice, full public 
access to key decisions, and supports early and continuing involvement of the public in 
developing plans and Transportation Improvement Programs." [23 CFR Part 450.316(b)(1)]. 
 
 
2.1 Mission Statement 
 
It is the Hawaii DOT’s intent to seek and encourage public involvement by stimulating broad 
public awareness of, and increased public participation in the comprehensive, cooperative, and 
continuing transportation planning and decision-making process in Hawaii. 
 
 
2.2 Public Involvement Plan Goal and Objective 
 
The overall goal of the Hawaii DOT Guide for Public Involvement Planning (GPIP) is to ensure 
that the products of Hawaii DOT’s land transportation planning process consider the needs and 
concerns of the public. 
 
The objective of the Hawaii DOT GPIP is to continue to expand its outreach programs by: 

 
• Identifying ways to involve communities, groups, and individuals – including 

minority and low-income populations, who are often under-represented and 
underserved by public facilities. 

 
• Identifying and seeking to remove barriers to public participation. 
 
• Providing these communities, groups, and individuals with relevant information in a 

timely manner; and  
 
• Establishing effective means of obtaining feedback from these communities, groups, 

and individuals through the transportation planning process. 
 

With the assistance of its citizen advisory or other types of user groups formed for specific 
Hawaii DOT projects, the Hawaii DOT continues to move in this direction – improving public 
involvement opportunities and strengthening community trust and support. 
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2.3 Hawaii DOT Public Involvement Policy 
 
Effective public input requires reasonable access to technical and policy information.  Such 
information is used in the development of transportation plans and to facilitate dialogue at public 
meetings.  The following serves as the public involvement policy for Hawaii DOT.  This policy 
has been in effect as of the adoption of the Hawaii Statewide Transportation Plan in September, 
2002. 
 
The Hawaii Department of Transportation recognizes, encourages and solicits pro-active public 
involvement that can be fully integrated into the planning process and incorporated in the various 
planning activities by Hawaii’s transportation agencies. TEA-21 provides specific guidelines for 
the public involvement program that reflect this policy and the objectives enumerated below: 
 

"The public involvement processes are open and proactive providing complete 
information, timely public notice, full public access to decisions, and opportunities for 
early and continuing involvement by its residents". 

 
The objectives are to: 
 

• Provide early and continuing public involvement opportunities throughout the 
transportation planning and programming process; 

 
•   Provide timely information about transportation issues and processes to the public, 

affected public agencies, representatives of transportation agencies, private providers 
of transportation, freight shippers, users of public transportation and other interested 
parties and segments of the community affected by transportation plan, programs, and 
projects; 

 
• Provide adequate public notice of public involvement activities and time for public 

review and comment at key decision points, including, but not limited to, action on 
planning activities; 

 
• Provide reasonable public access to technical and policy information used in the 

development of plans; 
 

• Conduct a process for demonstrating explicit consideration and response to public 
input during the planning and program development process, including responses to 
input received from persons with disabilities and minority, elderly, and low-income 
populations; 

 
• Implement a process for seeking out and considering the needs of those traditionally 

under served by existing transportation systems, including, but not limited to low-
income and minority populations which may face challenges accessing employment 
and other opportunities; and 
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• Encourage and assist all divisions of the Department of Transportation, the OMPO, 

county agencies, transportation providers, and other participants in the transportation 
planning process to identify and involve the affected and interested public. 

 
• Sponsor outreach, training, and technical assistance and provide information for 

State, regional and county transportation agencies on effective public involvement 
procedures. 

 
• Provide review at least once every three years of the effectiveness of the public 

involvement process to ensure that it continues to provide full and open access to all 
and allows for modifications to the process as necessary, with specific attention to the 
effectiveness of efforts to engage persons with disabilities, minority individuals, and 
elderly and low-income populations. 

 
The State of Hawaii Department of Transportation affirms that public involvement is an integral 
component of its planning activities and is committed to maintaining the public's involvement in 
these activities. 
 
2.4 Title VI and Environmental Justice Considerations 
 
Title VI and environmental justice relate to fairness.  These programs  seek to ensure that federal 
monies are not used to finance discrimination on the basis of  race, color, or national origin.  
They also seek to ensure that no groups of individuals will experience disproportionate adverse 
impacts from departmental programs, activities, and projects.  Further it seeks to ensure that no 
group receives more than its fair share of benefits. 

 
2.4.1 Legislation 

 
     Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 bars intentional discrimination as well as 

disparate impact discrimination (i.e., a neutral policy or practice that has a 
disparate impact on protected groups).  Title VI states, “No person in the United 
States shall, on the grounds of race, color, or national origin, be excluded from 
participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination under 
any program or activity receiving federal financial assistance.” 
 
In 1994, Executive Order 12898 was issued.  The Executive Order directs all 
federal agencies to implement environmental justice.  The Environmental Justice 
Order further amplifies Title VI by providing that each federal agency shall make 
achieving the environmental justice part of its mission by identifying and 
addressing, as appropriate, disproportionately high and adverse human health or 
environmental effects of its programs, policies, and activities on minority and 
low-income populations 
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The United States Department of Transportation (USDOT) has identified 
environmental justice as an “undeniable mission of the agency” along with safety 
and mobility.  USDOT stresses three principles of environmental justice: 
 

1. To avoid, minimize, or mitigate disproportionately high and 
adverse human health and environmental effects, including social 
and economic effects, on minority populations and low-income 
populations. 

 
2. To ensure the full and fair participation by all potentially affected 

communities in the transportation decision-making process. 
 
3. To prevent the denial of, reduction in, or significant delay in the 

receipt of benefits by minority and low-income populations. 
 
2.4.2 Hawaii DOT Policy Statement for Title VI & Environmental Justice 

 
It is the policy of the Hawaii Department of Transportation (HDOT) including its 
Airports, Harbors and Highways Divisions to assure that it is in full compliance 
with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and all related regulations and 
directives in all programs and activities.  No person shall, on the grounds of race, 
color, national origin, or gender be excluded from participation in, be denied the 
benefits of, or be otherwise subjected to discrimination under any HDOT program 
or activity.  The HDOT further assures that it will make every effort to prevent 
discrimination by the impact of its programs, policies and activities on minority 
populations and on low-income populations. 

 
The HDOT will revise its contracts to include Title VI language in all written 
agreements with sub-recipients of Federal-aid funds and will monitor these 
agreements to assure compliance.   

 
Title VI of the1964 Civil Rights Act provides that no person in the United States 
shall, on the grounds of race, color or national origin, be excluded from 
participation in, be denied the benefits of or be otherwise subjected to 
discrimination under any program or activity receiving federal financial assistance 
(23 CFR 200.9 and 49 CFR 21). 

 
The Civil Rights Restoration Act of 1987 amended Title VI to make it clear that 
discrimination is prohibited throughout an entire agency if any part of the agency 
receives federal assistance. 

 
§162(a) of the Federal-aid Highway Act of 1973 (§324, Title 23 U.S.C.) prohibits 
discrimination on the basis of gender.  The Age Discrimination Act of 1975, as 
amended, 42 U.S.C. 6101, prohibits discrimination based on age. 
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Executive Order 12898 (issued February 11, 1994) mandates that “Each Federal 
agency shall make achieving environmental justice part of its mission by 
identifying and addressing, as appropriate, disproportionately high and adverse 
human health or environmental effects of its programs, policies, and activities on 
minority populations and low-income populations.”  The three fundamental 
environmental justice principles follow: 

 
• To avoid, minimize, or mitigate disproportionately high and adverse 

human health and environmental effects, including social and economic 
effects, on minority populations and low-income populations. 

 
• To ensure the full and fair participation by all potentially affected 

communities in the transportation decision-making process. 
 

• To prevent the denial of, reduction in, or significant delay in the receipt 
of benefits by minority and low-income populations. 

 
§520 of the Airport and Airway Improvement Act of 1982, (§47123, Title 49 
U.S.C.) added sex and creed to the list of prohibited bases of discrimination with 
regard to nondiscrimination in the Federal Aviation Administration’s grant 
program. 

 
2.5 Hawaii DOT Vision of Transportation in the 21st Century 
 

Appendix A identifies the Hawaii DOT vision of transportation in Hawaii for the 21st 
Century.  To address this vision, the Hawaii DOT will seek continued and 
cooperative planning and dialogue with the public and other governmental entities 
involved with the Hawaii DOT. 
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PART 3 
 

IMPLEMENTING HAWAII DOT’S PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT PROGRAM 
 

 
 
The following guidelines and procedures were established to implement Hawaii DOT’s Public 
Involvement Plan.  Public involvement activities are subject to the availability of financial and 
staff resources within Hawaii DOT.  Recommended strategies listed in Appendix B and Hawaii 
DOT will continue to utilize and refine those techniques best suited for the transportation plan or 
program being developed. 
 
 
3.1 Administrative Guidelines. 

 
3.1.1 Administrative Relationships with OMPO  
 
 The Hawaii DOT is represented in the OMPO at both the Policy Committee 

(Director of Hawaii DOT) and the Technical Advisory Committee (the State 
Transportation Planner and the Highway Division Administrator).  This 
representation is both a part of the Hawaii State Law and by cooperative 
agreement with local government, the City and County of Honolulu.  As such, the 
Hawaii DOT is a full partner in the OMPO and fully supports the OMPO Public 
Involvement Program.    Administrative guidelines for the OMPO are contained 
in the OMPO Guide to Public Involvement. 

 
3.1.2   Administrative Relationships with the Counties of Kauai, Maui, and Hawaii  
 
 The Counties of Kauai, Maui, and Hawaii do not have a Metropolitan Planning 

Organization (MPO) as is the case with the City and County of Honolulu.  The 
Hawaii DOT has coordination and oversight responsibilities in lieu of a MPO. 

 
3.1.2.1. Administrative guidelines for the County Transportation Planning 
Process (CTPP) for the Counties of Kauai, Maui, and Hawaii 

 
a. The Hawaii DOT Director is represented on the CTTP Policy 

Committee along with representatives of the county concerned  
 

b. The Hawaii DOT senior staff member is represented on the CTTP 
Technical Advisory Committee  

 
c. Correspondence and coordination efforts rest with the Hawaii DOT. 

 
    Figure 3 describes the organizational structure for the CTPP. 
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    3.1.2.2. Statewide Transportation Advisory Committee 
 

The Statewide Transportation Advisory Committee (STAC) serves as 
the coordinating committee, which includes key state agencies along 
with agencies from the four counties in the state.  The STAC was 
established by the Hawaii State Legislature to assist and advise the 
Hawaii DOT in the development of the Statewide Transportation Plan 
and other programs pertaining to statewide planning and programming, 
such as the State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP).    
Additionally, ex-officio members of STAC include the Director of the 
Oahu Metropolitan Planning Organization and the Division 
Administrator of the U.S. Department of Transportation, Federal 
Highway Administration.  Supporting the STAC are senior members of 
the respective departments who comprise the sub-Statewide 
Transportation Advisory Committee (sub-STAC)).   

 
3.1.3    Citizen Advisory Committees 
 

To respond to community considerations which may vary from planning project 
to planning project, the Hawaii DOT may establish a Citizen Advisory Committee 
for a project depending on the scope of the particular project.  In some instances, 
a semi-permanent Citizen Advisory Committee may be formed to ensure 
continuity over a project’s duration.  Descriptions of public involvement in 
specific types of planning projects are identified in Section 3.2 of this document.  
The Administrative guidelines for the Citizen Advisory Committees are as 
follows: 

 
a. Representatives to the project CAC will be solicited from the general public, 

including but not limited to:  affected citizen’s groups, representatives from 
the business and labor sectors, public interest groups, and interested 
individuals. 

 
b. Hawaii DOT will seek to identify and include representatives from minority 

and disadvantaged groups, particularly for those projects directly impacting 
said groups. 

 
c. Notices of interest for membership into the CAC will be publicized ahead of 

or concurrently with the specific project.  These notices will be included in 
recognized daily news media. 

 
d. Members of the CAC shall provide input which reflect community concerns 

related to the project. 
 

e. Members of the CAC shall review proposed project documents and offer their 
comments for incorporation into the particular project effort. 
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f.   Upon request, each member of the CAC shall receive, at no cost, a single copy 
      of the project final document.        
 
g.  Meetings of the CAC shall be open to the public. 

 
3.2 PLANNING PROJECT PROCEDURES 
 

3.2.1 Statewide Transportation Plan (HSTP) 
 

The formation of a Citizen’s Advisory Committee has been a key component of 
public involvement in the past preparation of the HSTP and subsequent updates.  
In future updates, the Hawaii DOT may seek alternative formats to foster 
continued public involvement.  The following procedures, in combination with 
the CAC Administrative guidelines, will serve as a key component for public 
involvement in the event the CAC framework is utilized. 
 
a. Formation of CAC committees for each county will be made prior to the 

formulation of a public involvement plan. 
 

b. The public involvement plan developed will be an integral part of the overall 
planning effort.  The public involvement plan will include the development of 
information such as: the number and types of information meetings, meeting 
locations, times of meetings, and logistical requirements. 

 
c. Information packets related to the project will be provided to the CAC 

members, individuals and groups responding to published meeting notices, 
and other potentially affected groups expressing interest in the planning effort. 

 
d. Public input will be solicited to identify problem areas, goals and objectives, 

and the development of alternative strategies related to statewide 
transportation issues. 

 
e. Written comments are to be sent to Hawaii DOT by mail as well as e-mail and 

faxes.  Written and oral comments will also be received at public meetings. 
 

f. Other strategies to solicit public input, including input from minority and 
disadvantaged groups, will be used as appropriate.  Potential strategies are 
described in Appendix B. 

 
g. Key decision points of the HSTP development will be identified for public 

review and comment.  Status reports will be made available throughout the 
planning project.   
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h. Significant written and oral comments received will be included as part of the 
statewide transportation planning process. 

 
3.2.2 Countywide Long-Range Land Transportation Plans 

 
Citizen inputs to this set of long-range transportation plans are of major 
significance.  Formation of a CAC for each county is of primary importance.  
When the Hawaii DOT is the lead agency, the following procedures will be used 
to provide for greater involvement: 
 
a. Formation of a CAC and the subsequent development of a public involvement 

plan is a primary task component of the long-range planning process. The 
public involvement plan will include the development of information such as 
the number and types of information meetings, meeting locations, times of 
meetings, and logistical requirements. 

 
b. Information packets related to the project will be provided to the CAC 

members, individuals and groups responding to published meeting notices, 
and other potentially affected groups. 

 
c. Public input will be solicited to identify problem areas, goals and objectives, 

and the development of alternative strategies and infrastructure improvements. 
 

d. Written comments are to be sent to Hawaii DOT by mail as well as e-mail and 
faxes.  Written and oral comments will also be received at public meetings. 

 
e. Other strategies to solicit public input, including input from minority and 

disadvantaged groups, will be used as appropriate.  Potential strategies are 
described in Appendix B. 

 
f. Key decision points of the countywide long-range transportation plan will be 

identified for public review and comment.  Status reports will be made 
available throughout the planning project. 

 
g. Significant written and oral comments received will be included as part of the 

long-range transportation plan process. 
  

 
3.2.3.  Statewide Transportation Improvement Program  

 
The Hawaii DOT is responsible for the development of the STIP for all areas of 
the State of Hawaii.  The Statewide Transportation Advisory Committee (STAC) 
is the coordinating committee between the State and the four counties of 
Honolulu, Hawaii, Maui, and Kauai for developing the STIP.   
The following procedures, along with the CAC public involvement administrative 
guidelines in section 3.1.3, are to be used to facilitate the timely development of 

16 



the STIP and to maximize the greatest opportunity for public comment on STIP 
projects and programs. 
 
a. The proposing entity shall be responsible for ensuring public input to projects 

in the STIP.  The compliance with governmental requirements at the state and 
local level is inherent within the budgeting process of each governmental 
entity.  The proposing agency is encouraged to use the public involvement 
strategies described in Appendix B.  Whenever possible, comments shall be 
solicited, documented, and submitted to Hawaii DOT by the implementing 
government agency prior to submitting the project to Hawaii DOT for 
inclusion in the STIP.  

 
b. Comments from transportation agencies and their employees as well as 

providers of transportation shall be solicited.  Solicitation of these comments 
rests with the agency proposing the particular project. 

 
c. Hawaii DOT shall provide the public an opportunity to review and comment 

on the draft STIP prior to the approval of the final STIP 
 

d.  Other strategies to solicit public input, including input from minority and 
disadvantaged groups, will be used as appropriate.  Potential strategies are 
described in Appendix B. 

  
e. Formation of a Citizen’s Advisory Committee for each county, including 

Hawaii, Maui, and Kauai Counties, will be optional, depending on the desires 
of the counties.  The county-level CAC will advise the STAC unit for that 
county.  The Public Involvement Plan found in the OMPO Guide to Public 
Involvement will be followed for the development of the Oahu portion of the 
STIP. 

 
f. Public input received for projects that are in the planning phase will be 

documented as part of the particular planning effort.  As a proposed project 
moves into the environmental and design phases, public involvement 
documentation will be made to the project sponsor. 

 
g. Comments received on the draft STIP and resulting disposition of comments 

will be documented as part of the STIP process. 
 

h. The approved program, if significantly different from the draft STIP, shall be 
made readily available for public information. 

 
3.2.4 State Planning and Research Program 

The Hawaii DOT is responsible for developing the State Planning and Research 
Program.  The SPR program has two components:  Part I – related to planning 
studies; Part II- related to research, development, and technology transfer.   This 
program is developed annually.    
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a. The agency proposing the planning study or project shall be responsible for 

fostering public involvement prior to the proposal being submitted to Hawaii 
DOT.  Compliance with all requirements (Federal, State and County) is the 
responsibility of the proposing agency. 

 
b. If appropriate, work elements for development of significant transportation 

plans shall include specific work tasks that foster public involvement. 
 

3.2.5 Special Projects and Corridor Analysis Studies 
 

Major transportation planning or programming projects that are expected to 
directly impact the STIP, Long-Range Land Transportation Plans, or SPR 
programs (e.g., area master plans, facility/modal master plans, and corridor 
studies) shall have a public involvement strategy.  When Hawaii DOT or its 
partner agencies propose a regionally significant planning or programming 
project, the proposing entity shall prepare an individual public involvement 
strategy at the start of the interagency consultation period.  The public 
involvement strategy shall: 
 
a. Provide for early and continuing public participation in key decision-making 

and support proactive public participation in the consideration of the issues, 
plans, and programs addressed by the project. 

 
b. Engage the public in the consideration of the purpose and need for a major 

investment and the development and evaluation of alternatives. The 
sponsoring or implementing agency shall involve a cross-section of 
representatives from the affected communities, including low-income and 
minority communities, when making this assessment. 

 
c. Be consistent with the intent of the Federal Highway and Transit 

Administrations’ planning process requirements. 
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APPENDIX  A 
 
 

 

Hawaii DOT Vision of Transportation in the 21st Century 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 





 
 
 
 
 
 

APPENDIX  B 
 
 

 

Strategies and Activities to Enhance Public Involvement 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 









 
 
 
 
 
 

APPENDIX  C 
 
 

 

Mailing List for Environmental Justice/Title VI Issues 
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	RODNEY K. HARAGA                             DATE
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